Exploring the information flow: partners of women with breast cancer, patients, and healthcare professionals.
To explore the information flow between partners of women with breast cancer and patients and between partners and healthcare professionals (HCPs). Descriptive. Community-based. 109 partners of women with breast cancer. Subjects completed a 30-item, self-administered questionnaire that was designed to identify the informational flow between them and their information providers. Subjects also completed the Miller Behavioral Style Scale to determine the informational coping styles of individuals under threat. Informational flow between partners and patients and partners and HCPs. The majority of partners received information from patients and were satisfied with the amount of time they spent discussing breast cancer topics. Few partners thought that patients avoided giving them information. A significant association existed between the informational coping styles of partners and the communication flow between partners and patients. The majority of partners sought information from other sources. In addition, the majority of partners accompanied patients to their medical consultations and received information from HCPs. The communication flow among partners, patients, and HCPs largely depended on the amount of communication desired by the woman with breast cancer. This study provides new evidence on the information flow and communication patterns between partners and patients and between partners and HCPs. Partners may have informational needs that are not met by patients. Therefore, nurses need to provide them with information to help satisfy their needs. In addition, nurses can help satisfy the informational needs of partners by encouraging good two-way communication and informational exchange between partners and patients.